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Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission  

 

M I N U T E S 
September 15, 2009  7:00 PM 

Committee Room 

Second Floor, City Hall 

 

Members Present: Toby Berla, Dan Clever, Alan Dippy, Jim Dunlop, Greg Garneau, 

Ken Kaye, Merry Rabb, Steve Saltzman, Linda Smith, Jack Warman. 

Members Absent: Excused: Scott Carter, Lars Trost. 

Staff Present: Dale McKeel 

Guests Present: Mike Woodard, Bike Unit Officers Erin Espinola and Christina Dale-

Gunther 

  

 

1. Call to Order.  Alan Dippy called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

2. Meeting Minutes.   Jim made a correction to August 15, 2009 BPAC meeting minutes.  The 

minutes as amended were approved unanimously, following a motion by Jim and second by 

Jack. 

 

3. Adjustments to the Agenda.  None. 

 

4. Introductions.  None. 

 

5. Public Comment.  There were no public comments. 

 

6. Development Committee Report.  Jack reported that the committee has met twice this month.  

Jack reviewed the minutes / notes from the first meeting on September 3 (attached). 

 

Jack reported that the committee met with Lisa Miller (Planning Department) on September 

14 to discuss the proposed changes to downtown development rules, particularly those for 

bicycle parking.  The language regarding pedestrian-oriented uses on ground floors has been 

removed.  There is another public meeting on the new rules scheduled for October 8. 

 

7. Bike Plan Implementation Committee Report.  Dan indicated that the committee met on 

September 9 and that Scott had prepared minutes of the meeting (attached).  He said the 

committee recommends that rules for use of the American Tobacco Trail be adopted, but that 

a speed limit is not recommended.  In response to a question, the Bike Unit officers in 

attendance said they do not do enforcement on the ATT and suggested contact Sgt Hollen, 

head of the Bike Unit, for more information.  The officers also said that if there is a crash on 

the ATT, the Bike Unit officer would not necessarily be called, but the closest officer on 

patrol would respond as needed.  BPAC members suggested that there is a need for education 
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and that there could be a role for trail ambassadors.  Dan suggested letting Rosetta Radke in 

Parks and Recreation know that BPAC is not supportive of a speed limit but is still working 

on other recommendations. 

 

8. Pedestrian Plan Implementation Committee Report.  Greg provided a report of the 

committee’s activities (see attached minutes). 

 

9. Communications Committee.  The committee did not meet.  Ken reported on several items, 

as follows: 

 The new BPAC flyer was distributed.  Alan was thanked for his work. 
 Ken has contacted Theresa Cromling, Durham County Coordinator for Safe Kids, about 

volunteering at future events, including walk to school day at Parkwood Elementary.  

 Committee members will meet with Deputy Chief B.J. Council of the Durham Police 

Department on September 24 to discuss bicycle education and enforcement.  (The 

bike unit officers in attendance suggested that BPAC speak to her about the ATT 

speed limit.) 

 Bike safety rodeo at NC School of Science and Math (September 19 – conflicts with 

Centerfest). 

 Farmer’s Market – Alan and Merry set up a table in early September and committee 

hopes to do once a month. 

 Habitat Halloween Ride – contacting Roxanne Little about setting up a table. 
 LCI Training sponsored by League of American Bicyclists, attended by Dale and Ken.  

Hope to use training to educate more cyclists in Durham. 

 

10. American Tobacco Trail.  The Phase E (Durham) site plan has been reviewed by BPAC and 

comments submitted.  Other comments from Planning and Transportation were more 

substantial.  There was a question/request about using driveway ramps rather than pedestrian-

style wheelchair ramps at intersections.  

 

Phase F (Chatham County) should be completed soon with a grand opening in October. 

 

11. Anderson Street.  Dale reported that resurfacing/restriping is scheduled for late September or 

October. 

 

12. Interlocal Agreement.  Dan began the discussion by stating that the Transportation staff and 

the City Manager’s Office have voiced concerns about increasing the size of the commission 

from 15 to 25 members.  Mike Woodard stated that BPAC may want to look at the 

Environmental Affairs Board’s definition of a quorum.  Dan said he felt having liaisons from 

the elected boards and from Duke and NCCU was most important, and asked other 

commissioners for their thoughts.  It was noted that even if more citizens are not appointed to 

the Commission, the BPAC committees can recruit new members to participate on the 

committees.  Jim made the following motion:  “BPAC supports the Interlocal agreement as 

drafted and authorizes Dan to meet with staff from the Public Works Department and City 

Manager’s Office.  If adjustments need to be made, BPAC supports reducing the proposed 

number of members from 25 to 19 by dropping the 6 at-large members but retaining the 2 

liaisons from the City Council and BOCC, and the 2 liaisons from Duke and NCCU.”  Dan 

seconded, and the resolution passed unanimously.  It was noted that the motion passed by 

greater than 2/3 majority. 
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13. Economic Stimulus Program.  Dale stated that all projects, with the exception of the Garrett 

Road sidewalk project, met the September 1 deadline to complete several tasks, and are still 

moving forward.  

 

14. Bike Friendly Business Update.  No update. 

 

15. Letter – Bike-Ped Amenities for School Sites.    This item is to be carried over to the October 

meeting.  Jim suggested that the two primary issues to be addressed are (1) guidance on 

school siting, (2) guidance on bike-ped amenities prior to the submittal of site plans. 

 

16. Status of Appointments.  Dale reported that the County Commissioners have made an 

appointment and the City Council should be making an appointment in October. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:37 pm. 

 

Next meeting:  October 20, 2009, at 7 pm.  

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Dale McKeel. 

 

 

Action items: 

 

 Interested members are to follow-up with Theresa Cromling, 323-5073, 

Theresa.cromling@duke.edu, to volunteer for Safe Kids events and coordinated BPAC 

activities with her organization. 

 Address proposed form based zoning for downtown Durham (Development Review 

Committee). 

 Follow-up with Mary Meletiou (ITRE) and Greenways on the status of a bike map 

(Bicycle Plan Implementation Committee).   

 Send a letter to NCDOT and the City of Durham to support the use of ARRA funding to 

repave Mains St. and W. Chapel Hill St. the two streets.  (Bicycle Plan Implementation 

Committee). 

 Request data from City (Phil Loziuk) for Main St. and W. Chapel Hill Street to build a 

case for road diet striping. (Dan Clever) 

 Send ideas for future speakers at BPAC meetings to the Communications Committee 

(BPAC members). 

 Provide bicycle parking details for inclusion in Public Works Reference Guide and/or 

UDO (Development Review Committee). 

 White paper on ATT encouragement activities (Ken). 

 Determine if the GIS layers from the bicycle and pedestrian plans could be added to the 

city’s on-line GIS system (Dale). 

 Review progress in implementing the bicycle and pedestrian plans (Dale). 
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